
 
 

2025 Newsletter #3 

 

In this Newsletter  

1. Term Dates and Holiday Weekend Updates 

2. End of Year Recital 

3. Upcoming Exams 

4. Family Fun Night at Jurassic Adventure Mini Golf 

5. Exciting Steps for ALSD in 2026 

6. Recognising Outstanding Achievements 

I hope Term 3 has been an enjoyable term for everyone. The year has gone so fast! Welcome to students who 

have joined us this term. We hope these children are enjoying their classes. 

Past newsletters can be found on our website https://www.annaleeschoolofdance.co.nz/NEWSLETTERS/ 

 

Term Dates and Holiday Weekend Updates 

Term 3  Finishes Saturday September 20 

Term 4  Starts Saturday October 4 

Term 4  Finishes Saturday December 13 (Recital Day) 
 

Labour Weekend  

There will be classes on Saturday October 25  

There will be no classes on Labour Day Monday October 27 

Canterbury Anniversary Weekend 

There will be no classes on Friday November 14 or Saturday November 15 

 

End of Year Recital 

The Aurora Centre, Burnside High School - Saturday December 13 - 1pm and 5pm 

We are super excited to be moving into Recital term!  

We hope that all our students will participate in our 2025 Recital.  

Information will be emailed to our families before the end of the term and will be put on the website along with 

recital registration forms. Preparations are underway so it is important that we know who will be or will not be 

participating. Please can you complete the form even if your child is not participating. You will just need to fill in 

their name and tick the box to indicate your decision. If your child is participating there are few more fields to 

complete on the form. 
 

Upcoming Exams 

Best of luck to our students sitting APDA exams at the Papanui Studio this week.  

Can students arriving for 3.30 or 3.45 classes please be quiet on arrival if exams are still in progress.  
 

Best of luck to students sitting a RAD ballet exam on Wednesday September 10. Reminder RAD mock exams are 

on Sunday September 7. An email was sent to the Wednesday Pre School class, Broadway Babies and Grade 

one about class on September 10. If you did not receive this email please contact the oAice.  

 

Family Fun Night - Jurassic Adventure Mini Gold and Maze, Friday October 3, 5pm – 8pm  

Step into a prehistoric adventure with the Anna Lee School of Dance at Jurassic Adventure Mini Golf & Maze, 

Christchurch! 
������� 239A Opawa Road. Please see the link for tickets in your email. 
 

This special night is packed with fun, laughter, and community spirit. Take on the dinosaurs in a round of mini 

golf and get lost (and found!) in the maze. Enjoy food, spot prizes and ra9les in support of our Full Force Crew 

travelling to Prague in October.  Whether you’re a mini golf master or just in it for the giggles, this is the perfect 

chance to relax, connect with other dance families, and make unforgettable memories outside the studio. 

Dinosaurs, a maze, prizes, and treats — this night has it all!  **Rain Date: Sunday October 5. 5pm – 8pm 



Exciting Steps for ALSD 

Next year Anna Lee School Dance will be taking charge of Garden City Dance Academy. We are excited to be 

able to oAer classes from 2026 at our Sawyers Arms Road Studios and the GCDA studios on Cranford Street. 

This is a very exciting venture and opportunity for ALSD. Our aim is to merge the two schools with no disruption 

to how they are currently operating. Families will have the opportunity to explore a wider range of class options 

and times. Our classes in Selwyn and Halswell will also continue as usual. 

For many years ALSD held classes in multiple venues in Christchurch but with venue closures due to the 

earthquakes and the impact of the pandemic, the school has become smaller and is only operating in Selwyn, 

Halswell and Papanui. With the inclusion of the GCDA students, our school roll will remain a manageable size 

and will remain smaller than it was pre-covid.  

 

Recognising Outstanding Achievements 

ALSD Special Awards were given to 13 students at the end of Term 2.  

Recipients have shown dedication and a great work ethic in their classes which has been reflected in their 

steady improvement and achievements with their dancing.  

Congratulations to the following dancers: 

• Zoe Bradley 

• Molly Ford 

• Ava Hartnell 

• Chloe Harvey-Pester 

• Pippa Henry 

• Bella Macdonald 

• Izabela Mather 

• Corinne Mitchell 

• Alyssa O’Donnell 

• Alice Paterson  

• Rosie Pham 

• Millie Slater 

• Maude Turner 
 

 

Ava Corbet won the Christchurch Ballet Society “Design Your Own Tutu” Competition and was invited to 

perform at the final gala of the South Island Ballet Awards, wearing her tutu beautifully brought to life by Tutus 

with Aroha.  
 

Out of 60 young auditionees, In Hae Kim was one of 14 dancers selected to perform as a child extra in the Royal 

New Zealand Ballet’s upcoming season of the Nutcracker. We are excited to see In Hae onstage with our 

National Ballet company!  
 

Competition Students have achieved magnificent results at competitions in the past few months. 

At the Christchurch competitions in July our Ballet teams took first place in each section. Our teams and solo 

students all performed exceptionally well and achieved great placings. Well done to Ava Corbet who won the 

award for the most promising 12 and under Ballet dancer and to Alex Ford who won most promising character 

dancer. 
 

At the recent Hip Hop Unite Schools competition every entry from Anna Lee School of dance won their section! 

Brayden Clark, Barnaby and Franklin Domigan won an award for the most promising crew and an award for 

sportsmanship. Full Force won the award for the best primary aged crew. At the end of last term Full Force won 

the national title in Wellington for their age group and they are excited to be travelling to Prague for the World 

Championships. Zoe Drennan and Dylan Lowe will also be competing their duo in Prague! Zoe recently won 2nd 

place with her Hip Hop solo in the Champion of Champions at the Impact Competition Nationals in Auckland! 
 

Kate Vee was awarded 1st Place Year 11 Christchurch Solo Champion for DanceNZMade, qualifying her for the 

National Finals. Cassia Ellis was award 4th Place Year 9 Solo. Well done girls! 
 

A very big congratulations to all our students who sat their Medal Awards in August. We hope you enjoyed the 

experience. We are very proud of all your performances and very impressed with the results being all Excellence 

and Excellence Plus! 
 

Best of luck to all our dancers competing in upcoming competitions in New Zealand and Australia. 

 

We hope you all enjoy the remainder of term 3 and enjoy the upcoming school holidays.  


